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Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

S Listing of Claims; 

L (currently amended) A method of ensuring the security of apatienf s data-result^from a 
medical fceats-tegLconducted by a third '- part y laboratory . the method comprising; 

providing the patient with a medical data card containing a unique patient identification 
number; 

1 0 taking a specimen from the patient for conducting the medical test; 

generating a first medical test request containing the unique patient identification 
number using the patient's medical data card^ and 

transmitting the specimen and the first medical test request to a ti&d - party gggH£g data 
provide r, wherein the secure data provider &sfc-generates a second medical test request 

1 5 devoid of publicly accessible patient identification information using the first medical test 

request-a&4 transmits the specimen and the second medical test request t o a third party the 
laboratory-and* receives the results from the medical test from the laboratory, and reports 
the results on a test results card that can only be read in conjunction with the patient's 
medical data card. 

20 

2. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 further comprising reading the test 

results on the test results card using the patient's medical data card. 

3. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein the patient's medical data card 
25 includes a memory, and further comprising the step of storing the test-results in the memory 

on the patient's medical data card. 

4. (original) The method according to claim 1 wherein the patient identification number is not 

readable from the patient's medical data card without a PIN, and wherein the step of 
30 generating the first medical test request includes the patient supplying the PIN. 
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5. (currently amended) The method according to claim 2 wherein the test-results are not readable 
with the medical data card without a PIN, and wherein the step of reading the test-results on 
the test results card includes the patient supplying the PIN. 

6. (currently amended) A method of ensuring the security of apatient's date-results from a 
medical tests-lggtconducted for a medical provider by a third r p a rty - l aboratory, the method 
comprising: 

issuing the patient a medical data card containing a unique patient identification number; 
receiving from the medical provider a first medical test r equest for a m e dica l teat 
generated using the patient's medical data card? and a patient specimen for use in 
conducting the medical t est: 

generating a second medical test r equest for a m e dical t es t using the first medical test 
reques t for a medical teat , the second medical test r equest for a medical test b eing devoid of 
publicly accessible information about the identity of the patient; 

forwarding the second ffiedical test r eques t for a medical test and the specimen to a - third 
Earty^the Laboratory for conducting the medical testr-aB4 

receiving the results of the medical t est from the laboratory; and 
providing the teste results to the medical provider in a form that can only be read in 
conjunction with the patient's medical data card. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein tests-the results are on a tests-JggLresults 
card in computer readable form and the method further comprises providing the medical 
provider with a reader adapted for reading the tests results. 

25 8, (currently amended) A medical data card for use in a system for ensuring the security of a 

patient's date -results from amedical tests -test conducted for a medical provider by a third- 
pa^laboratory, the medical data card including: 
a unique patient ID code, 
a public key encryption private key,-aad 
30 a public key encryption public key, and 

a data Storage elemen t wherein the data storage element ia adapted for storing data for at 
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least one medical test including for each medical test: a medical test type^ a unique 
l^M&&oxLeode for the medical test on the patient an d the results of the medical test 

9. (canceled) 

5 

10. (currently amended) A test request card for use in a system for ensuring the security of a 

patient's data from §jnedical tests-testconducted for a medical provider by a thi rd-pa rt y 
laboratory, the test request card including 
encrypted information identifying the patient fee-amedicaltest type, an identification of 
10 the medical provider, a unique patient identification number, and a public encryption public 

code. 

1 1 . (original) The test request card according to claim 1 0, wherein at least some of the 

information on the card is in bar code form. 

15 

12. (original) The test request card according to claim 11, wherein at least some of the 

information on the card is in magnetic form, 

13. (currently amended) A test results card for use in a system for ensuring the securing security 
20 of ^patient's data -results from amedical tegte-tegt conducted for a medical provider by a 

fekd^party laboratory, the test results card including: 
encrypted infonnation identifying the patient; and 
the results of the medical testslggt 

25 14, (original) The test results card according to claim 13, wherein at least some of the information 
on the card is in bar code form, 

1 5. (original) The test results card according to claim 13, wherein at least some of the infonnation 

on the card is in magnetic form. 

30 

16. (currently amended) The test results card of claim 13, wherein the results of, frejpe<Uca| j^rt 
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are encrypted, 

17, (currently amended) The test results card according to claim 1516, further comprising a 

unique p atient identification eed enumber . 

5 

18, (currently amended) A method of ensuring the security of apatient's fete -results from 3 

medical teststegt conducted for a medical provider by a third party -laboratory, the method 
comprising: 

issuing the patient a medical data card containing a unique patient identification number; 
1 0 receiving from a medical provider a first medical test r equest fe fr - a - m e dical - to s t 

generated using the patient's medical data card? and a patient specimen for use in 
conducting the medical t est 

generating a second medical test r equest for a medical tost u sing the first medical test 
reques t for a modioal - test , the secon d jnedical test request fe HHa e dioal t e st having 
1 5 encrypted information identifying the patient but being devoid of publicly accessible 

information about the identity of the patient, and including a public encryption public code 
specific to the patient; 

forwarding the medical test second request for a medical t est a nd the specimen to a third 
pftrtv-the laboratory for conducting the medical t esfc-ftad; 
20 receiving the results of the jnedicalt est from the laborator y, wherein the results are 

enaypted using the public encryption public code on the second medical tegt re quest-feg-a 
m e dical togt ; 

identifying the patient to whom the results pertain?; and 

providing the encrypted te ats-results to the appropria te-medical provide r, wherein the 
25 encrypted results; in the enof-yptsd form that can only be gead -decrvpted in conjunction with 

the patient's medical data card. 

1 9, (currently amended) A method of ensuring the security of a patient's, results from a medical 

tertel ata from patient medical tarto . conducted for amedical providers p rovider by athifd 
30 party laborotorio gl aboratory. comprising: 

providing die patient with a medical data card issued by a secure information provider, 
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having a unique patient identification number^Pffl), a public key encryption private key 

(Key IX and a public key encryption public key (K e y 2) ; 

taking a specimen from the patient for conducting the medical t est: 
generating a first medicaL test request using the patient's medical data card, the first 
5 medical t est request including an encrypted identification of the patient and the medical test; 

a code identifying the hoakfa^aa resgdlcal provider; the patient identification number-{PSB); 

thepublic encryption public key; and an identification of the-a medical t est type; 

forwarding the first medical t est request and the specimen to the secure information , 

provider; 

1 0 generating a second medicaltest request including an encryption of the patients unique 

EatigsLidentification number, but otherwise devoid of any indicia that would identify the 
patient, and an encryption code; 

forwarding the second jtnedjcalt est request and the specimen to the thkd-party 
laborator y, wherein the laboratory conducts for c o nductin g the medical test and providing 
1 5 provides t he results of the medical test in encrypted form using the encryption code on the 

second medical t est request: 

receiving the encrypted test-results^; 

identifying the appropriate m edical provider from encrypted information included with 
the test -encrvpted re sults: mi 
20 forwarding the encrypted test-results to the medical provider with an identification of the 

patient: _and 

decrypting the test- encrypted results using the patient's medical data card. 
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